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St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Parish 

N.B. THE MASS TIME CHANGES FOR THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 
 

Sick List: Phyllis Newsome, Scarlet-Lilly Vincent, Mary Durkin, Bogumlila Zbawiona, Kathleen Hyde, Satvinder Kaur,                      
Patrick Thornton, John Kenny, Mary Major, Ian and Catherine Maxwell, Luca Ferrario, Bernadette and Norman Richardson, 

John Laforce, Ian and Katherine Maxwell, Marie Vella, Maria Luci Serafim, Joyce Hant, Patrick and Brendon Harrington,                   
Linda Winter  

Please remember in your prayers those whose anniversaries are at this time:  Jean Filochowski, Anthony McDonnell,                          
Scarlett B Bird, Marian Allen, Anne Vaughan, Wladyslaw Gembicz, Margaret A Horsfield, Terence Ramsden, Mary Darrell, Alice Gregson , 

Margaret Hyde, Stephen J Fowler, Thomas Wray, James McElhatton, Sarah Power, Edward Hopkins. May they rest in peace.      
  

PLEASE NOTE THAT STEWARDS ARE REQUIRED TO ASK YOUR NAME AND CONTACT NUMBER.                                      
PLEASE BE PATIENT AND KIND!  As things progress for weekday Masses we should be able to have a list with 
contact details. You will still be required to give your name upon entry  - this is a Government requirement of 

opening the Church.  If you have booked on-line for Vigil or Sunday Mass, please DO NOT print or bring                          
the ticket with you.  You will be asked your name and ticked on the list as attending upon entry.  

 

Face masks / covering will be required by Law as a condition of entry.      
We can only open for Mass if we have stewards for Contact Tracing and cleaning.                                                                       

I do not wish to overburden or take advantage of those who have kindly volunteered.                                                               
As the holiday season begins and as people return to work we may have to reduce the number of public                            

weekday Masses.  
For the celebration of Holy Mass on Sundays: Those who are able are recommended to attend a weekday Mass 
if possible, thus reducing the number of those attending only on Sunday. Those wishing to  attend on Sunday (or 
Vigil) MUST book-in either online or by telephone and provide the name and contact details of those attending. 

The Steward will ask for your name (even if they know you!) as you enter. This is for the ‘Track, Trace’ where 
needed. The information will be retained for 21 days. 

ALL ON-LINE BOOKING ‘TICKETS’ ARE FREE FOR THE VIGIL AND SUNDAY MASSES.                                                          
THERE WILL BE 30 PLACES TO BOOK ON-LINE VIA THE LINK ON THE BLOG.                                                                                                                                                                                       

ONCE THE MAXIMUM FOR A SPECIFIC MASS IS REACHED THE SITE WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO BOOK.                                                               
Telephone booking will be restricted to specific times of day for obvious reasons.  Outside of those times bookings will not 

be taken. THERE WILL BE 20 PLACES TO BOOK VIA TELEPHONE.TELEPHONE BOOKINGS CAN BE MADE FOR WEEKEND                   
MASSES VIA THE PARISH NUMBER (01924 892172)  BETWEEN 10 am AND 12noon / 6pm to 7pm ONLY  - MON, TUES, WED, 

THURS. YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE CHRISTIAN AND SURNAMES OF EACH PERSON ATTENDING,                                                    
A CONTACT NUMBER AND THE MASS FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO BOOK.                                                                                                               

The maximum number of people for Mass is 50 people.    
                                                                                               
 
 

Day Mass Liturgical Celebration  - Week of 8th August Mass Intention 

Vigil 6pm Vigil for 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
      FOR VIGIL OR SUNDAY MASS YOU MUST  

Thanksgiving for a newborn 
BOOK IN ON-LINE OR BY TELEPHONE 

SUN  10am 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time People of the Parish (Missa Pro Populo 

Mon       9:30am St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr Frances Hammond 

Tues         - - - - - St. Clare Private Intention (PD) 

Wed        12noon Feria Dominic Noone— Jean & Ted Filochowskii 

Thurs - - - - -  Feria Yorkshire Brethren  

Fri            7pm St Maximillian Kolbe of Auschwitz Elizabeth Bills  

Sat 6pm Vigil of The Assumption of Our Lady Bourke and Roby families  

SUN 10am The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary People of the Parish (Missa Pro Populo)  



Safeguarding: Please pass any safeguarding queries to Matthew Harris at PSR.Mharris@dioceseofleeds.org.uk 

Normanton and Altofts Community Sponsorship Group 
Community Sponsorship is a programme designed to welcome a refugee family into our local 

area and support them as they rebuild their lives here in the UK. 
It is a project supported by National Government but centred in Local Communities and for               
Local Communities. Although NACSG began in our Parish Community and is supported by                          

Catholic Care in Leeds, it is really a wide community based project. The Project involves various 
and varied parts of the local Faith, Secular and Community based groups and individuals. 

The Normanton and Altofts Community Sponsorship Group (NACSG) was set up in March 2020,                                        
just a couple of weeks before Covid-19 and Lockdown temporarily halted our plans.  

The Pandemic forced us to realise that, perhaps more than in previous recent generations, we need of other   
people. We have seen that reaching out to others is not only basic to the best instincts of human nature but is 
mutually beneficial. By helping others we are helped. By reaching out to others we become more fully human.   
In a world so scarred with inhumanity it is easy to think that we can do nothing to help. The problems seem so 
huge that we can be overwhelmed. But the Community Sponsorship Scheme gives real practical help to local 

communities willing to do what they can to help one family. One family is in fact several lives changed forever 
and the generations who come after them; also the lives of those who support the family concerned and one                   

another in the struggle are changed, forever.   
Whilst it is easy to think that change is only possible with Governments and large organisations, real change is 
brought about one person, one family, one community at a time. Francis of Assisi said, “Start by doing what is 

necessary; then do what is possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.”                                                                            
If you want to be part of this project, if you can help in any way please do what you can do, whether that is                 

donating, fundraising, giving your time and talents or prayer so that we can all do something which will change 
lives. The Project has its own page on the Blog where you can find a Standing Order form, but donations in any 

form are always welcome! 
                                                                    

This august we remember the 75th Anniversary                                                                                                                                  
of the Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the tens of thousands who died. 

The United States detonated two nuclear weapons over the Japanese cities of Hiroshima on August 6th                            
and Nagasaki on August 9th, 1945 with the consent of the United Kingdom, as required by the Quebec                     

Agreement. The two bombings killed between 129,000 and 226,000 people, most of whom were civilians.         
The bombs immediately devastated their targets. Over the next two to four months, the acute effects of the 
atomic bombings killed between 90,000 and 146,000 people in Hiroshima and 39,000 and 80,000 people in                

Nagasaki; roughly half of the deaths in each city occurred on the first day. Large numbers of people continued to 
die for months afterward from the effects of burns, radiation sickness, and other injuries, compounded by                        
illness and malnutrition. In both cities, most of the dead were civilians, although Hiroshima had a sizable                          

military garrison. Japan surrendered to the Allies on August 15, six days after the Soviet Union's declaration of 
war and the bombing of Nagasaki. The Japanese government signed the instrument of surrender on September 2 

in Tokyo Bay, which effectively ended World War II.  

Let us also remember in our prayers the city of Beirut and the people of Lebanon. 

On February 17, 1941, Father Maximilian Kolbe, a Franciscan Friar who had worked tirelessly to 
foster a love of the Blessed Virgin and against the wickedness of the Nazi Regime in Poland was 
arrested by the Nazis for a second time. Only hours before the Gestapo arrived, he completed his 
final and most comprehensive, theological essay on the Virgin Mary’s identity as one who is                
perfectly united to the Holy Spirit by a bond of love. Soon after, in the concentration camp, Father 
Maximilian would translate his theological and spiritual insights into practical words and actions 
for his fellow inmates, by tangibly showing that there is God, and therefore, love and hope exist 
even in the midst of horrific genocide in the camps of Auschwitz. 
In July of 1941, it was reported to the deputy camp commander that a prisoner from                                         
St. Maximilian’s barracks had escaped. In order to set an example, and to prevent further escapes, 
the standard procedure was to have the commander of the barracks single out ten men for the 

starvation bunker. Father Maximilian, although not among the ten first selected, volunteered, in a heroic act of 
charity, to be the victim in place of a prisoner who cried out: “My poor wife; my poor                        
children!” The result of this self-offering was that Father Maximilian would be assigned to the 
infamous starvation bunker where he would slowly but surely die.  
On the vigil of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 14, 1941, Father Maximilian’s 
two-week ordeal in the starvation bunker was brought to an end by an injection of carbolic       
acid. Of the ten victims, he was the last to die, very providentially on the feast of Our Lady’s                             
Assumption into heaven! His death was the crowing of a lifetime of Marian mysticism.                       
Years  later, in June, 1979, Pope St John Paul II would visit St. Maximilian’s death chamber in 
Auschwitz, proclaiming him “Patron Saint of our Difficult Age.”           (Feast Day14th August) 
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